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Asia? At the present time so fine a species is quite an un- 
expected addition to the list of Indian game-birds. 


978. Larus Fuscus will, I strongly suspect, prove identical 
with L. fuscescens (antea, p. 176). 


XVIIIl.—The Avifauna of the Andaman Islands. By R.C. 
Beavan, Capt. Bengal Staff Corps, C.M.Z.S. 


In the Appendix to Dr. Monat’s ‘ Adventures and Researches 
amongst the Andaman Islands’ published in 1863, Mr. Blyth 
gives a resumé of what was then known of the fauna of the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. But since that date our 
knowledge of the bird class, more especially of those islands, 
has been considerably added to by the exertions of Colonel 
R. C. Tytler, a gentleman well known to science asa naturalist, 
and whose tenure of office at Port Blair, the Convict Settlement 
of the Andamans, gave him many opportunities of adding to 
the list of their birds. This information he has been kind 
enough to place at my disposal, and I therefore intend in the 
following pages to record his notes, with his initials appended, 
as well as to enumerate all the species of birds known to have 
been found on those islands up to the present time. 

In several instances I have also quoted Mr. Blyth’s descriptions 
of new species (which are much scattered through various 
volumes of the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal) so as 
to render this paper as complete as possible. 


l]. HÆMATORNIS CHEELA (Latham). Crested Serpent-Kagle. 

This, as well as the next species, is tolerably common. A live 
specimen was sent from Port Blair by Col. Tytler to Mr. Grote, 
of Calcutta, and mistaken by the latter, it appears, for one of his 
new species, under which impression it was, I believe, forwarded 
to England. 


2. Hamatornis ELGINI, Tytler. Elgin’s Serpent-Eagle. 

This fine new species was discovered by Col. Tytler on the 
Andamans, and named by him after the late Lord Elgin, then 
Governor-General of India. It was originally described in the 
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Journal of the Asiatic Society for 1864 (p. 87), and again by 
Mr. Blyth in the ‘Ibis’ for 1863 (p. 118). Besides differing 
somewhat in coloration, it may be distinguished easily from the 
preceding species by the difference in size, being somewhat 
smaller. The dimensions of specimens in Col. Tytler’s collection 
are as follows :— 

Hematornis cheelu, juv., has the wing 15:5 inches. 


3 » adult © 1612 , 


Hematornis elgini, sp. A. ™ 14 a 


5 so o B. 5 l4 F 
Mr. Blyth’s specimen described as above 14 n 
so that 14 inches seem to be a constant measurement for the 
closed wing of the latter. 


3. HALIAETUS LEUCOGASTER (Gmelin). Grey-backed Sea- 
Eagle. 

“ Abundant on the Andamans, and also observed on the 
island of Narcondam, when passing in the steamer ” (R. C. T.). 


4, FALCO PEREGRINUS, Gmel. Peregrine Falcon. 

“ I once saw a pair of Falcons on Ross Island, evideutly this 
species, but could not obtain a shot” (R. C. T.). This bird has 
not previously been recorded from the Andamans. 


5. Mixvus covinpA, Sykes. Pariah Kite. 

“ Two fine specimens of Milvus govinda were shot on Viper 
Island before I left, the only ones I ever saw there ; they were 
hovering over the convicts’ huts, apparently on the look out for 
offal” (R. C. T.). Not previously recorded, except by myself 
(antea, p. 420). 


6. SPIZAETUS ANDAMANENSIS, Tytler. Andaman Hawk-Kagle. 
This species was originally described in the ‘ Proceedings’ of 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1865, p. 112. The following de- 
scription is taken from specimens in Col. Tytler’s collection :— 
g Length 25:5 in., wing 13-5 in., tarsus 3°5 in., tail 10-25 inches. 
2 po 20 ee 13:5 7 om , 1025 ,, 
? s BL , HM , or ,, lows , 
Bill and claws slaty horn-colour; legs feathered to the toes, 
which latter are of a dirty yellow colour. The tail usually has 
seven transverse bars of a darker hue than the rest. The 
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general colour of the bird is creamy white, somewhat inclining 
to rufous on the head, upper tail-coverts, and interior of thighs. 
The wings, tail, and lower nape are brown; the head in some 
specimens is slightly marked with longitudinal brown striz ; 
and the under wing-coverts of all spotted with the same. This 
species will probably be classed next to Spizaétus limnaétus of 
Lower Bengal and the Burmese countries, from which, however, 
it differs conspicuously in the colour of the plumage. 


7. Pouiaetus ictHyaEtus, Horsf. White-tailed Sea-Eagle. 
“A fine Sea-Eagle flew over my house on the 2nd of July, 
evidently a stranger, from the number of crows which followed 
it. I examined him with a glass, but he was too far and high 


up to judge accurately ” (R. C. T.). 


8. Buraca seLorurTo, Horsf.? Malayan Wood-Owl ? 
“I observed a large Owl once fly over Ross Island, but never 
had an opportunity of observing it again ” (R. C. T.). 


9. Epuiattes tempts, Horsf. Large Scops Owl. 
“ A specimen of this species was caught alive and brought to 


me” (R. C. T.). 


10. Ninox arrFinis, Tytler, sp. nov.? Andaman Hawk-Owl. 

Dimensions taken from skins in Col. Tytler’s collection are 
as follows :—Length 9°5 to 10 in., wing 6°75 in., tail 4°36 to 
4'5 in., bill at front nearly °75 in., tarsus °75 in. Closely allied 
to Ninox scutellatus (Raffles) but very considerably smaller, and 
differing also in being much more rufous on the under parts, 
and darker generally above. ‘ Not uncommon at Aberdeen 
Point, Port Blair, in heavy jungles and thick forests” (R .C. T.). 


11. Hirunpo anpaMANENSIs, Tytler, sp. nov.? Andaman 
Swallow. 

Length 4°36 in., wing 3°5 in., tail 1°86 in., bill at front 
‘18 in., tarsus over ‘25 in. The upper parts, including head, 
shoulders, back, and upper tail-coverts, are of a shiny purple ; 
wings and tail brown ; under tail-coverts the same, with purple 
tips to the feathers; throat, breast, and belly white. Bill 
black ; legs apparently light yellow in the live bird. The tarsus 
not feathered. This description is taken from a specimen in 
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Col. Tytler’s collection. The bird is probably migratory, only 
visiting Port Blair at certain seasons. It was observed by Col. 
Tytler to be abundant between Aberdeen and Phoenix Bay, 
keeping to open and cleared spaces in the jungle, chiefly along 
the newly made roads. 


12. Hirunpo rustica, Linn. Common Swallow. 
“Comes at certain seasons, and is not at all uncommon” 


R C T). 


13. ACANTHYLIS GIGANTEUS, Temm. Brown-necked Spine- 
Tail. 

“ Since recording the remark on this species in Mouat’s 
‘ Appendix,’ I have seen several specimens of this magnificent 
Swift flying round Ross Island” (R. C. T.). It has heen sent 
to the Museum of the Asiatic Society from that locality by 
Col. Tytler. 


14. COLLOCALIA NIDIFICA, Gray. Brown Edible-nest Swiftlet. 

“ More or less common everywhere, but nests are found in 
peculiar places” (R. C. T.). I have noticed this bird breeding 
inside houses, on both Ross and Chatham Islands (Ibis, 1866, 
p- 221), but erroneously, I believe, referred the species to C. fuci- 
phaga. 

The dimensions of the nest of this species, taken from a good 
typical specimen in Col. Tytler’s collection, are as fol’ows :— 
Greatest breadth outside 3 in., transversely across .'86 in., 
exterior depth about 1°75 in., interior depth 1:25 in. The 
general appearance outside is that of the rough outer shell of 
an oyster; inside the nest has been lined with threads of 
mucilage, which, having dried, form a peculiar-looking network- 
like bottom to the nest. It is generally of a dirty white colour 
except where it has joined the rock, at which point the material 
of which it is composed has become dark and discoloured. The 
bird lays two to three eggs only, of a pure white colour. 

Another small dark Collocalia is common. Col. Tytler has 
no specimens of C. linchi (C. fuciphaga, auct.) with which to 
compare his specimens, but from recollection thinks his bird 
is distinet. He therefore provisionally calls it 
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15. CoLLOCALIA AFFINIS, Tytler, sp. nov.? Small Edible- 
nest Swiftlet. 

The dimensions of specimens in his collection are as follows :— 

g Length 3:75 in., wing 3:52 in., tail 1:36 in. 
o , 85 a 376 or CO 

Descr.—The upper parts are jet black, with green and blue 
reflections; throat and breast brown; belly yellowish white ; 
under tail-coverts dark brown, with green reflections, each 
feather edged with white ; bill and legs black. 

The male is a slightly larger and darker bird than the female. 
The nest of this species in Col. Tytler’s collection resembles 
that of C. nidifica, but is considerably smaller and perhaps 
whiter, on which account it is more valued by the Burmese and 
others, who collect both kinds for the Chinese and Penang 
markets. Extreme outside diameter 1:75 in., transversely across 
1°5 in., depth inside ‘5 to ‘75 in., and outside 1 inch. It is 
generally abundant at Port Blair, especially between Aberdeen 
and Navy Bay, where every cave is full of their nests and those 
of the previous species. 

Captain Blair, the founder of the original Settlement on the 
Andamans, in 1789, has given a good account of the nidi- 
fication of both these peculiar birds, which is that quoted by 
Dr. Mouat (p. 186). 


16. CAPRIMULGUS ASIATICUS, Lath.? The Common Indian 
Nightjar ? 

“I observed two Caprimulgi on one occasion, but could not 
get them” (R. C. T.). This species will probably turn out to 
be C. asiaticus from the neighbouring coast of Burmah, for I 
have observed them at sea between the two. 


17. Merops PHILIPPENSIS, Linn. 
Blue-tailed Bee-eater has been observed. 


18. Merors QUINTICOLOR, Vieillot. 
Chestnut-headed Bee-eater “ is also common” (R. C. T.). 


19. HALCYON LEUCOCEPHALUS (Linn.)*. White-headed 
Kingfisher. 


* (Cf. P. Z. S. 1866, p. 553.—Ep.] 
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The true Burmese race of this large Kingfisher, with the cap 
albescent, is the one which is “ very abundant, frequenting 
the groves of mangrove which skirt the sea-shore” (R.C. T.). 


20. HALCYON CoROMANDELIANUS (Scopoli). 
The Ruddy Kingfisher is “common” (R. C. T.). 


21. Hatcyon rFuscus (Bodd.)*. White-breasted King- 
fisher. 
“ Common on the main island” (R. C. T.). 


22. HALCYON ATRICAPILLUS (Gmel.). Black-capped Purple 
Kingfisher. 
“This Burmese species is also common” (R. C. T.). 


23. TopDIRHAMPHUS COLLARIS (Scopoli) +. White-collared 
Kingfisher. 

“Very plentiful on the mainland as well as on the smaller 
islands” (R. C. T.). Noticed by me as very common (Ibis, 
1866, p. 221). It frequents the mangrove-bushes along the 
edge of the shore, and is frequently seen to descend to the 
ground, feed on something there (probably Crustacea), and re- 
turn to its perch after a short interval, apparently never diving 
into the water after fish like other species. 

A specimen killed June 20, 1865, measures in the flesh :— 
length 8°75 in., wing Ain., tail 2°75 in., bill 1°52 in.; the legs 
are pinkish-slaty, darker towards the claws. 


24. ALCEDO MENINGTING, Horsf. Horsfield’s Kingfisher. 
« Specimens procured at Aberdeen” (R. C. T.). 


25. PALÆORNIS ALEXANDRI (Linn.). Alexandrine Parrakeet. 
“ Very common on the main as well as the smaller islands ” 


Gee T). 


26. PALZORNIS ERYTHROGENYS, Blyth į. Red-cheeked Par- 
rakeet. 


* (Cf. P. Z. S. 1866, p. 554; Ibis, 1866, p. 347.—En.] 

t (Cf. P. Z. S. 1866, p. 554.—Eb. | 

t [This should probably stand as P. nicobaricus, Gould. Cf. P. Z.S. 
1866, p. 555.—Eb. ] 
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A species which is apparently peculiar to the Andamans and 
Nicobars. It is very abundant at Port Blair, and I procured 
several specimens in June 1865. 


27. PALmHoRNIS AFFINIS, Tytler, sp. nov. ? 

This species I have not myself seen, but Col. Tytler describes 
it to me under the above name as being “ generally like P. ery- 
throgenys, the red cheek-mark and coloration of which it posesses, 
but differs constantly in having a black bill.” P. erythrogenys 
he has seen in all stages, and it always has a red bill. This 
is the bird probably that Mr. Blyth mistook for the female of 
P. erythrogenys. 


28. PaLzorNIs ToRQUATUS (Bodd.). The Rose-winged Par- 
rakeet. 

“ I introduced several pairs of this species from Calcutta, but 
I fear most of them were recaptured by convicts ; however, some 
of them flew off into the heavy jungles ” (R. C. T.). 


29. LORICULUS VERNALIS (Sparrm.). Indian Lorikeet. 

“ Five Lorikeets flew over from the mainland to Ross Island. 
I tried all I could to examine them with the aid of a glass, but 
their movements were so rapid and the tree so full of leaves 
that I found the species difficult to determine ; still, from the 
observations made, I think beyond doubt they were L. ver- 
nalis; and since this I had several caught, which proved to be 


so” (R.C.T.). 


30. Murtieripicus Hopert, Blyth. Hodge’s Woodpecker. 

“This noble Woodpecker is not uncommon on the main- 
land; I have had several shot and sent to me” (R. C. T.). 
The following is Mr. Blyth’s short account of this new species 
(2A. Ri B. se) a UOS) :-— 

“Wholly black in both sexes, except the crown, occiput, and 
moustaches of the male, which are vivid crimson as usual, and 
the occiput only of the female. It is smaller than the M. hodg- 
soni, Jerdon, of Malabar, or M. javensis, Horsf., of the Malayan 
peninsula and more western islands, the closed wing mea- 
suring but 74 in., the middle tail-feathers 6 in., and the beak 
to forehead 1? in.” 
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31. Picus ANDAMANENSIS, Blyth. Andaman Pied Wood- 
pecker. 

Described (J. A. S. B. 1859, p. 412, note) as follows :—“ Nearly 
affined to P. anatis, Temm., of Java, which it resembles in size 
and proportions, as also P. pectoralis, Bl., all three differing 
from the common P. macei of Bengal by their smaller size and 
white-spotted middle tail-feathers ; in P. macei, as also in the 
affined Himalayan P. brunneifrons, the four medial rectrices, 
and in P. atratus the six medial rectrices are spotless black, 
the last-named being also the largest of this particular group ; 
in P. andamanensis the middle tail-feathers have three distinct 
pairs of white spots, while in P. pectoralis they have four pairs 
of white spots of larger size ; but the Andamanese bird is spe- 
cially characterized by the large round black spots upon its 
breast, each margined with whitish; the ear-coverts also are 
longitudinally streaked with black, and the flanks are more 
conspicuously rayed than in the others. In other respects this 
bird resembles P. macei. The lower tail-coverts are bright 
crimson, and the crimson tips of the coronal feathers of the 
male are less developed than in P. macei, especially towards the 
forehead. Length of beak to gape 1 in., of closed wing 34 in., 
and of middle tail-feathers 24 in.” 


32. CENTROPUS ANDAMANENSIS, Tytler, sp.nov. Andaman 
Coucal. 

This quite new species is of a chestnut, or rather cinnamon- 
chestnut colour, and a little smaller than the Indian C. ru- 
fipennis, but wants entirely the black markings of that bird. 
It is apparently not uncommon, judging from the frequently 
heard call, which somewhat resembles that of C. rufipennis; but 
living as the birds do in the dense cane-jungles, they are as 
difficult to see as they are to get at. “I only procured two 
specimens, the best of which was sent to the Asiatic So- 
ciety s Museum, and the other unfortunately got destroyed” 


(R C.T). 


33. EUDYNAMIS ORIENTALIS (Linn.). 

The Koel was twice observed by Col. Tytler, besides being 
frequently heard calling in the woods. 

N. S.—VOL. III. Z 
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34, ARACHNOTHERA PUSILLA, Blyth? 
The Little Spider-hunter “has been observed, but no speci- 
mens hitherto procured ” (R. C. T.). 


35. NECTARINIA PECTORALIS, Horsf. Banded Honey-sucker. 
This species had previously been found to abound in the 
Nicobars ; and Col. Tytler has since procured it in his garden at 


Port Blair. 


36. Lanius cristarus, Linn. The Brown Shrike. 
“Ts not uncommon” (R. C. T.). 


37. Lanrus LUCIONENSIS, Scopoli. 
The Ashy Shrike is also abundant. 


38. TEPHRODORNIS GRISOLA, Blyth. 
The Arracan Wood-Shrike is included in Mr. Blyth’s list. 


39. GraucaLus MACÆI, Lesson. Large Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Andaman specimens of this bird agree better with those 
from Burmah than the Bengal bird. The former appears to 
have the bill larger, and to be on the whole a slightly larger 
bird, but the difference is not sufficient to cause it be con- 
sidered distinct. “I have seen several on the mainland as well 
as the smaller islands ” (R. C. T.). 


40. Pericrocotus spEctosus (Latham). The large Minivet. 
** Not common on the mainland” (R. C. T.). 


4l. PERICROCOTUS ANDAMANENSIS, Tytler, sp. nov.*? An- 
daman Minivet. 

This bird was, in the former list, considered to be P. brevi- 
rostris, to which it is very nearly allied; but it has the scarlet 
plumage of P. speciosus with more of yellow or flame-colour 
mingled with the scarlet. It is also apparently smaller. The 
dimensions of a specimen in Col. Tytler’s collection are as fol- 
lows :—length 7 in., wing 3°36 in., tail 8°5 in., bill at front 
‘52 in. In other respects both birds are much alike. 


* [Lord Walden informs us that this species must very closely resem- 
ble P. zanthogaster (Raffles, Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii. p. 309) from Suma- 
tra, with which P. igneus, Blyth (J. A. S. B. xv. p. 309), from Malacca is 
identical.— Ep. | 
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42. DICRURUS ANDAMANENSIS, Tytler, sp. nov. 

Col. Tytler tells me that this is a new species, peculiar in 
having hair-like feathers springing from the nostril. Both his 
specimens have white lunules on the under wing-coverts. 

There seems to be a great deal of confusion regarding the Bhim- 
raj or Edolius of the Andamans. Mr. Blyth says (J. A. S. B. 
1860, p. 106) that it “appears to be constantly a little larger 
than Malayan peninsula specimens, with more tendency to show 
a rudimental frontal crest; this, however, is less developed than 
in Burmese and Tenasserim specimens.” He had previously 
stated (J. A. S. B. 1859, p. 272) that “ the Bhimraj of the Anda- 
mans (as was remarked on a former occasion) is identical with the 
Malayan species with the rudimentary frontal crest ;’ and then 
goes on to compare specimens from various localities, Penang, 
the Tenasserim provinces of Burmah, Tipperah, Ceylon, Bengal, 
and the Andamans; and winds up with the conclusion, “after 
considerable study of numerous specimens from various loca- 
lities, I can at present recognize two races only as sufficiently 
distinguishable, being the crestless or almost crestless one from 
the Andamans and Malayan peninsula, and the conspicuously 
crested race elsewhere. When better known, each from an 
adequate series of both sexes and of all ages, from whatever 
locality, it is probable that these will be acknowledged as two 
species.” 

Dr. Jerdon (B. Ind. i. p. 437) separates the Malabar bird from 
E. paradiseus of North and East India, and considers the Malay 
race, E. malabaricus (Latham) (E. malayensis, Blyth, and Æ. 
setifer, Temminck), to be also distinct. Regarding the Anda- 
man race, he gives no opinion, but merely quotes Blyth ; and as 
the latter naturalist has mentioned, as quoted above, that “ the 
Andaman bird appears constantly to be a little larger than the 
Malayan,” it will perhaps solve the difficulty if Col. Tytler’s 
opinion be adopted, and the Andaman race separated as dis- 
tinct under his name of 

43. Evoxius arrinis, Tytler, sp. nov. *? 

The Andaman Bhimraj has no frontal crest whatever, 

* [Lord Walden tells us that this is probably one of the races ot which 


E. rangoonensis, Gould, P. Z. S. 1836, p. 5, is the type.—En. ] 
42 
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and the character of the feathers of the head approximates 
nearly that of Bhringa. Col. Tytler has had the bird alive, 
and never observed it attempt to raise the head-feathers (small 
as they are). The dimensions of a skin in his collection are as 
follows :—length to end of ordinary tail 12°5 in., rest of tail 
9-5 in., wing 6°36 in., bill at front 1 in., bill at gape 1:36 in., 
tarsus barely 1 in. 


44, ARTAMUS LEUCOGASTER, Valenc.* (Leptopteryx leuco- 
rhynchus, Horsfield, nee Lanius leucorhynchus, Gmelin, of the 
Philippines). White-bellied Swallow Shrike. 

“This graceful bird appears gencrally about Ross Island 
from about 4 p.m. to dusk. Numbers fly past the verandah 
of my house, and I have seen some dart through in pursuit of 
insects” (R. C. T.). I found this species, in June 1865, fre- 
quenting clearings in forest-jungles on the mainland, perching 
on the stumps and dead boughs; social and in some numbers 
in one spot, but each bird foraging for himself entirely “on his 
own hook.” 

The “ Myiagra azurea (Bodd.),” of Mr. Blyth’s previous list 
appears to be an entirely new specics; I have therefore the 
honour of proposing for it the name of 


45. Mytacra TYTLERI, nobis, sp. nov. Tytler’s Azure Fly- 
catcher. 

The general appearance is that of M. azurea, but it is a 
slightly larger bird, and differs conspicuously in entirely want- 
ing the black gorget on the throat of the male +. The under 
parts also, instead of being white, as in M. azurea, in our 
species are wholly blue, of a slightly duller hue, perhaps, on the 
lower abdomen and under tail-coverts. The upper parts are 
more brightly coloured than in M. azurea. Dimensions of 
a skin are as follows :—length 6 to 6°25 in., wing 2°75 in., tail 
3 in., tarsus ‘52 in. The tail and tarsus thus appear propor- 


* [Specimens sent by Capt. Beavan are said by Lord Walden (P. Z. S. 
1866, pp. 555, 566) not to differ from A. leucopygialis, Gould, a well-known 
Australian species.—Ep. ] 

t [The males of Indian specimens sometimes, as we learn from Lord 


Walden, want this black gorget.—Eb. | 
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tionally longer than in the other species. The bill at front is 
*) in, and at base ‘75 in. The female is unknown. Col. 
Tytler tells me that he once mentioned to Mr. Blyth having 
seen what he thought at the time was a Niltava flitting 
through his verandah at Port Blair. He is now confident that 
it was the species under notice, and wishes me to mention the 
fact, in case Mr. Blyth may have recorded the existence of a 
Niltava in the Andamans. 


46. PrrrocossypHus CYANEUS (Linn.). 
The Blue Rock-Thrush is recorded in Mr. Blyth’s previous 
list. 


47. GEOCICHLA INNOTATA, Blyth. Orange-coloured Ground- 
Thrush. 

This species was described by Mr. Blyth (J. A. S. B. xvi. 
p- 146) from specimens procured from the Malayan peninsula*. 
It is closely allied to G. citrina of India, but is rather darker, 
and wants the white wing-spot of the latter. In Mr. Blyth’s 
list Col. Tytler remarks that “he had only seen one in his 
garden on Ross Island,” but he has procured several since. 


48. Turpus ruruuus, Drapiez; T. modestus, Eyton, P. Z.S. 
1839, p. 1038+. Rufous Thrush. 

This species extends throughout Burmah and Malayasia to 
the Andamans, according to Dr. Jerdon. 


49. OREOCINCLA INFRAMARGINATA, Blyth. 

The Andaman Thrush described (J. A. S. B. 1860, p. 106) as 
follows :— Uniform dark olive above with conspicuous pale 
rufescent whitish supercilia, and light rufescent spots tipping 
the wings-coverts ; beneath pale, inclining to rufo-fulvous on 
the breast and front of the neck, pure white at centre of belly ; 
the lower tail-coverts dark olive, largely tipped with white; each 


* [The form from the Nicobar Islands, considered by Mr. Blyth to be 
distinct, and named by him G. albogularis (J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 146), should 
be carefully compared with Andaman specimens.—Eb. | 

+ [The type of Drapiez’s species was from Java, and is probably the 
same as T. javanicus, Horsf. (Linn. Tr. xiii. p. 148). The identity of the 
Malayan bird described by Mr. Eyton with the former has yet to be 
shown.—Eb. | 
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feather of the lower parts, except on middle of throat and of 
belly, somewhat narrowly tipped with the colour of the back ; 
outer caudal feathers successively more largely tipped with dull 
white, though even on the outermost these white tips are but 
slight. The usual Oreocincla-markings on the inner surface of 
the wing. Bill dusky, and legs pale corneous. Closed wing 
45 in., tail 34 in., its outermost feathers 3 in. shorter than the 
middle pair, bill to gape ls in., tarse l; in. Short first 
primary ł in. long, the second equalling the fourth, and a little 
shorter than the third. This bird approximates the female of 
Merula wardii, Jerdon.” 


50. Orocomrsa socosa (Linn.). Red-whiskered Bulbul. 

On further comparison of this bird with Bengal specimens, 
Col. Tytler has come to the conclusion that there is no difference 
between the two, and that the Andaman race, as previously 
noted (Mouat’s € Appendix,’ p. 361. no. 45), is not distinct. 


51. Irena purity (Lath.). Fairy Blue Bird. 

The “Indian race as distinguished from the Malayan not 
very common” (R. C. T.). 

T. malayensis, Moore, Cat. B. Ind. Mus. i. p. 274. There is 
some confusion about the Black-naped Oriole of the Andamans. 
Mr. Blyth (J. A. S. B. 1859, p. 274) gives a description of it, and 
is inclined to think it is Oriolus coronatus, Swains. (O. hippo- 
crepis, Wagler), an opinion which he reiterates (J. A. S. B. 1860, 
p- 106). In Dr. Mouat’s work, however (pp. 352 and 361. 
no. 46), he puts it down as apparently O. horsfieldi, Bonap. 
(the O. galbula of Horstield, apud Jerdon), so that the real 
species is a matter still open for comparison and inquiry. In 
Mr. Blyth’s opinion it differs conspicuously from O. macrurus, 
Blyth, of the neighbouring Nicobar Islands, and also from both 
the kindred species of India and Burmah. Col. Tytler has pro- 
visionally called it 


52. ORIOLUS ANDAMANENSIS, Tytler, sp. nov. (?) ; 
but he does not know O. horsfieldi. Specimens in this collection 
have the primaries and secondarics totally black, the tertiaries 
very slightly tipped with yellow, and the winglet also, all the 
upper wing-coverts and scapulars being bright yellow. In the 
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tail all but the two middle pair of black feathers are yellow- 
tipped, more broadly so towards the outermost. The black 
nuchal mark extends quite round through both eyes, and is well 
defined. Dimensions of the two skins :— 

Length 9°75 in., wing 5 in., tail 4 in., tarsus ‘86 in. 

Length 10 in., wing 5°12 in., tail 4in., tarsus °86 to 1 inch. 
Mr. Blyth’s dimensions (J. A. S. B. 1859, p. 272) are, “wing 5}, 
tail 92, bill to gape 14.” The measurement given of the tail is 
preposterous, and is probably a misprint for 43 in.; for in the 
next few lines he tells us that the tail of the Andaman species 
is proportionately shorter than in O. macrurus, which latter 
commonly has it 5 inches. 


53. ORIOLUS MELANOCEPHALUS, Linn. Black-headed Oriole. 

“ Not uncommon ; a peculiarly small, brightly coloured bird, 
a specimen of which was sent to the Asiatic Society’s Museum ” 
(R.C.T). This is probably the variety I noticed in 1865 at 
Moulmein, where I procured a full-grown male in most perfect 
plumage, measuring only in length 8°52 in., with wing 5:12 in., 
and tail 3°25 in. I noted at the time that the Burmese race 
seemed generally a good deal smaller than the Bengal one in 
this as well as in several other species of birds which are common 
to both countries. 


54, Copsycuus sauLaRis (Linn.). Magpie-Robin. 

“Very abundant throughout the island; the males are more 
brilliant in colour than those generally seen in Bengal, and sing 
exquisitely. They are now in full song (in May) ” (R.C.T.). 
I noticed that, like the Burmese race, these birds were much 
more familiar than those in Bengal, frequenting the immediate 
vicinity of houses, on Ross Island, like Robins in England. 


55. CITTACINCLA ALBIVENTRIS (Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxvii. 
p. 269). White-bellied Shahma. 

«Common, but not so plentiful as I expected. They are 
found not only on the main island, but on the smaller islands, 
aud frequent the garden grounds. The habits of this bird are 
more those of Copsychus saularis than of Cittacincla macrura” 
(R.C. T.). Mr. Blyth says (J. A. S. B. 1860, p. 107) that this 
bird “ has much the appearance of being a fertile hybrid between 
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C. macrurus and Copsychus saularis! In several specimens of 
it, however, I can detect no variation whatever. * * * I have 
a fine healthy pair alive, and the male is a fair songster, with 
some very deep notes, alternating with some shrill and very 
Dhayal-like (Copsychus) notes; and, so far as I have heard as 
yet, the song is more broken or delivered in snatches, like that 
of the Dhgyal, or less continuous than in the common Shahma. 
* x x The female is of a duller colour than the male, especially 
on the wings and breast, which latter is glossless black ; tail also 
shorter, and the legs in both sexes carneous.” 


56. Pratincoua INDICA, Blyth. 
The Indian Bush-Chat “is not uncommon” (R. C. T.). 


57. ARUNDINAX OLIVACEUS, Blyth. Thick-billed Reed- 
Warbler. 
Recorded by Mr. Blyth. 


58. MoTAcILLA LUZONIENSIS, Scopoli. 
The White-faced Wagtail of India is common in the cold 
season. 


59. BUDYTES CITREOLA (Pallas). 
The Yellow-headed Wagtail has been observed by Col. Tytler 
on Aberdeen Point. 


60. AntHus creRviINuUs (Pallas)*. The Vinous-throated 
Pipit. 

According to Mr. Blyth, specimens agree with those from 
Pegu and China; but this species has not hitherto come under 
Col. Tytler’s observation. 


61. ZOSTEROPS PALPEBROSUS, Temm. 

The White-eyed Tit had previously been procured from the 
Nicobars; one specimen was shot on Aberdeen Point and 
brought to Col. Tytler, so that probably it is not uncommon. 


62. Corvus ANDAMANENSIS, Tytlert. 
The Andaman Crow is quite distinct, according to Col. Tytler, 


* [Should probably be A. rosaceus, Hodgson, vide supra, p. 32, note.— 
Ep.] 
+ (Cf. Ibis 1866, p. 420, and 1867, p. 34, note-—Ep.] 
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from the C. culminatus of India and Burmah, although con- 
sidered identical by Mr. Blyth. The former finds it much 
nearer the C. intermedius of the Himalayas, but it is slightly 
larger than that species. It is abundant in large flocks and 
formerly fed entirely on the sea-shore, but now frequents the 
houses and barracks for the sake of offal. I am inclined, after 
a careful examination of several specimens, to agree with Col. 
Tytler, having besides, during my visit to the Andamans in 
1865, noticed that the voice of this species differs entirely from 
that of C. culminatus. Its habit, too, of congregating in flocks 
is enough almost in itself to separate it as a distinct species. 


63. CORVUS SPLENDENS, Vieillot. 

The Common Indian Crow was introduced for sanitary pur- 
poses by Col. Tytler, but does not appear to have thriven or 
multiplied. 


64. Denprocitta BAYLEYI, Tytler (J. A. S. B. 1863, p. 88). 
Bayley’s Tree-Pie. 

A new species not uncommon on the mainland, and named 
after Mr. E. C. Bayley, the Home Secretary to Government. It 
is described also in ‘ The Ibis’ (1863, p. 119), under the name 
of D. bazlei, an accidental error. 


65. AcripoTHEREs TRISTIS (Linn.). 
The Common Myna was introduced into the settlement of 
Port Blair by Col. Tytler, and appears to have bred. 


66. AcripoTHEREs FUSCUS (Wagler). - 

The Dusky Myna was also introduced by Col. Tytler from 
Burmah, and has increased largely, several being always visible 
on Roxs Island. . 


67. TEMENUCHUS ANDAMANENSIS, Tytler, sp. nov.? The 
White Myna. 

This bird was considered by Mr. Blyth to be identical with 
his Sturnia erythropygia from the Nicobar Islands. But on 
comparison with a good drawing taken from the type specimen 
in the Museum of the Asiatic Society it is seen that that species 
has got a red rump, which is entirely wanting in the Andaman 


330 Capt. Beavan on the Avifauna 


bird; and Col. Tytler has therefore separated the latter as a 
distinct species. Mr. Blyth’s evidence is also on the whoie in 
favour of its being distinct. I here quote it:—‘Two more 
specimens from Port Blair, but still wanting the deep ferrugi- 
nous colouring on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; however, it 
is faintly indicated, and that intense colouring is probably 
peculiar to old males. There can be no doubt about the cor- 
rectness of the identification. Length of a fresh specimen 
7 in. by 12 in., closed wing 44 in., tail 3 in., bill to gape 1} in. ; 
its colour yellow, leaden-blue at base of lower mandible. Legs 
ochreous-yellow ; the tarse lin.” (J. A. S. B. 1859, p. 274). 
But later he says, “of Temenuchus erythropygius, nobis, I have 
seen no Andaman example yet with distinctly rufescent upper 
tail-coverts ” (J. A. S. B. 1860, p. 106). Col. Tytler has kept 
numbers alive, and is very familiar with the bird in all its 
phases of plumage, and says that the old males never do get 
the rufescent upper tail-coverts of the true T. erythropygius. 
We are therefore, I think, fully justified in considering the 
Andaman bird a distinct species. 

The following is a brief description taken from specimens m 
Col. Tytler’s Museum :—Head, neck, throat, and abdomen pure 
white; back and upper tail-coverts pure ashy-grey; under 
tail-coverts white, with a very faint tinge of rufous; wings and 
middle tail-feathers dark glossy black with green reflections ; 
the outer tail-feathers tipped with creamy yellowish-white, most 
broadly so on the outermost pair, and decreasing towards the 
middle; irides pale yellow(?); the legs also yellow. The female 
differs from the male in having scarcely any green reflections on 
the wings, and the young is yet more dully coloured than the 
female. The species is very abundant on Ross Island, frequent- 
ing gardens and building in the neighbourhood of houses. It 
is very fond of ripe fruit, especially plantains. 


68. Catornis AFFINIS, A. Hay. 
“ Not uncommon on the main island. I obtained the young 


in August ” (R. C. T.). 


69. CALORNIS CANTOR (Gmelin). 
“ Not uncommon in January and February ” (R. C. T.). 
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70. Pastor rosgus (Linn.). Rose-coloured Starling. 
“ Several of these birds arrive in flocks in January ” (R. C. T.). 


According to Col. Tytler Kulabes religiosa, Linn., does not 
occur at all, and the supposed Æ. intermedia, A. Hay, turns out 
to be a new species :— 


71, EULABES ANDAMANENSIS, Tytler*. Andaman Grakle. 

Differs conspicuously from H. religiosa in having a stouter 
bill, and in wanting the divisions of fleshy skin along the 
occiput. From Æ. intermedia it may be distinguished in not 
having nearly such a stout beak, and in having comparatively 
large lappets, which are almost entirely wanting in C. intermedia. 
Specimens of C. javanensis have also been compared with it, but 
differ in several important particulars, especially in the colour, 
shape, and size of the beak. Compared with the Ceylon 
C. ptilogenys the latter is seen to want the nude space which 
exists below the eye of C. andamanensis. Dimensions of a skin 
are as follows:—Length 11:25 in.; wing 6'87 in.; tarsus 1°25 in.; 
tail 3°5 in.; bill 1°12 in. at front, and at gape 1°5 in. 


72. Muxia striata (Linn.); M. leuconota, Temm. The 
Brown-backed Munia. 

“ Very abundant both on the mainland and on Ross Island 
in large flocks” (R. C. T.). 


73. EstRELDA AMANDAVA (Linn.). Red Waxbill. 
Col. Tytler let loose some twenty-five of these elegant little 
birds, which have not, however, been since observed. 


74. OsMoTRERON CHLOROPTERA, Blyth. Insular Green 
Pigeon. 

Peculiar, according to Mr. Blyth, to the Andamans and 
Nicobars. ‘‘ Not uncommon on the mainland ” (R. C. T.). 


* [Lord Walden has kindly informed us that this is decidedly distinct 
from his £E. intermedia and E. javanensis, Cuv. He had prepared a descrip- 
tion of it for his paper recently published in the ‘ Zoological Proceedings,’ 
but not being quite satisfied of its differing from a species described by 
Prof. Schlegel (Nederl. Tijdschr. Dierk. 1863, p. 7), Gracula dubia, trom 
an unknown locality, he withdrew it. He believes that the same bird 
inhabits also the Nicobar Islands.—Ep. ] 
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75. CarpopHaca syxvarica, Tickell. Green Imperial 
Pigeon. 
“This splendid large green Wood-Pigeon is very abundant on 
the main island; I have seen nearly forty of them together on 
the top branches of trees” (R. C. T.). 


76. CARPOPHAGA MYRISTICIVORA (Scop.) ? 

Col. Tytler tells me he once observed large flocks of White 
Pigeons on Narcondam Island, belonging either to this species 
or to C. bicolor. 


Calenas nicobaricus is not included in this list, for it has never 
yet been recorded as observed on the Andamans, though sent, 
according to Mr. Blyth, both from the Cocos and Nicobars ; 
so that the probabilities are strongly in favour of its also in- 
habiting the intervening islands. 


77. CHALCOPHAPS INDICUS (Linn.). 

The Bronze-winged Dove is very abundant about Aberdeen, 
where it is captured by the convicts, who call it “ Green 
Pigeon.” It evidently breeds there, for the fledged young 
were brought to me in June. Andamanese examples appear 
to be more brightly coloured than those from Bengal. 


78. TurtuR Homitis (Temm.). Red Turtle Dove. 


“ Several of these beautiful Doves occasionally fly over from 
the mainland to Chatham Island” (R. C. T.). 


79. MacropyGia RUFIPENNIS, Blyth. 
The Red-winged Tree-Dove must be included in this list, 
on Col. Tytler’s authority. 


80. AiGIALITIS PyRRHOTHORAX? (Temm.)?; Charadrius les- 
chenaulti? Lesser Sand-Plover. 

& I think this species; but as it was but a casual and distant 
sight I had of the bird, I cannot at present determine” (R. C. T.). 


81. STREPSILAS INTERPRES (Linn.). 


The Turnstone has also been found. 


82. Dromas ARDEOLA (Paykull). 
“ The Crab-Plover is very common, and found in large flocks 
on the rocks about the sea-shore.” 
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83. GALLINAGO SCOLOPACINUS, Bonap. 
“The common Snipe is very common in the swamps about 


Aberdeen” (R.C. T.). 


84. EURYZONA CANNINGI, Tytler. Canning’s Rail. 

Since the capture of the specimen described in‘ The Ibis’ 
(1863, p. 119) a second specimen has been obtained from Mount 
Harriet. 

85. Heropias Garzetta (Linn.). Little Egret. 

“ I have had this species alive, and identified it ” (R. C. T.). 


The species entered in Mr. Blyth’s list as H. concolor, Bl., 
is distinct, and is the 


86. [eRopIAS ANDAMANENSIS, Tytler, sp. nov.? Black Egret. 

The young of this species are black ab ovo, for Col Tytler 
has kept several in confinement, whereas those of the species 
for which it has been mistaken are white. It is, besides, a 
smaller bird than Demiegretta asha (Sykes), although the de- 
scription given by Dr. Jerdon (B. Ind. ui. pp. 747, 748) of the 
adult male of that species agrees well with this. The following 
dimensions are taken from Col. Tytler’s specimens :—Length 
19°5 to 19°75 in., wing 9°62 to 9°75 in., tarsus 2°25 to 2°37 in., 
bill 3 in. 

“ Found abundantly everywhere ” (R. C. T.). 


87. ARDEOLA LEUCOPTERA (Bodd.). 
The Pond- Heron has been observed by Col. Tytler on only one 
occasion. j 


88. ButortpEs JAvanica (Horsf.). 
The Little Green Heron has been identified and specimens 
procured since Mr. Blyth’s list was written. 


89. QUERQUEDULA ANDAMANENSIS, Tytl. sp. nov.? Andaman 
Teal. 

“From the fresh-water creek I obtained a beautiful little 
Teal, which I sent to the Asiatic Society’s Museum for identi- 
fication, but have never heard of it since; it was quite a new 
species, brown with blue wings, and, from the best of my recol- 
lection, somewhat like Q. ipecuteri (Vieillot) of South America. 
It was shot out of a flock” (R. C. T.). 
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90 ONYCHOPRION ANASTHATUS, Scopoli. 
Recorded in Mr. Blyth’s list. 


91. ONYCHOPRION MELANAUCHEN (Temm.) *. 
“ Very abundant in large flocks on the rocks ” (R. C. T.). 


92. PHAETON FLAVIROSTRIS, Brandt. 

“I shot a fine female from my verandah one evening. It 
was evidently attracted by the white plumage of some domestic 
Pigeons near the house” (R. C. T.). 


93. Anovus storus (Linn.). Noddy. 
Recorded in Mr. Blyth’s list. 


94, ANoUS TENUIROSTRIS, Temm (?). 

A specimen boarded the vessel I was in, in June 1865, 
between the Andamans and Burmah. The white head was 
distinctly visible. 


This completes our list; of these there are :— 
Peculiar to the Andamans (22). 


Spilornis elgini. | Myiagra tytlerii. 

Spizaetus andamanensis, | Oreocincla inframarginata. 
Ninox affinis. Oriolus andamanensis. 
Hirundo andamanensis. |  Cittacinela albiventris. 
Palzeornis affinis. | Corvus andamanensis. 
Muelleripicus hodgii. | Dendrocitta bayleyi. 

Picus andamanensis, | Temenuchus andamanensis. 
Centropus andamanensis. Eulabes andamanensis. 
Pericrocotus andamanensis. | Euryzona canningi. 
Dicrurus andamanensis. ! Herodias andamanensis. 


Edolius affinis. Querquedula andamanensis, 


Species of uncertain determination (6). 


Bulaca seloputo. | Carpophaga myristicivora. 
Caprimulgus asiaticus. į Ægialitis pyrrhothorax. 
Arachnothera pusilla. | Anous tenuirostris. 
Species introduced by Col. Tytler (5). 
Paleornis torquatus. | Acridotheres fuscus. 
Corvus splendens. | Estrelda amandava. 


Acridotheres tristis. 


* [CF P. Z. S. 1866, p. 556,—Eb.] 


